
 



Foreword: 
Over the past few weeks, as I have been reading on the activities of Sambhavna Clinic in Bhopal, I 
wanted to give something to the children as well as grown ups who visit the clinic. Photography is a 
hobby of mine and I have taken a number of photographs over the past few months of Dallas, where I 
live, and other parts of Texas. Since our friend Pragya is visiting Bhopal and traveling there shortly and 
since she offered very encouragingly to take this book to Sambhavna with her, I decided to try to make 
this thought into a reality. With very little time to work on this in the evenings I have set a feverish pace 
to get all the pictures taken and comments written. So while there is so much more to show and talk 
about I am glad to present to you this little book with some of the interesting sights of this land called 
Texas in the United States of America.  
 
Since I intended to write this for children I wanted to ask suggestions and talk to a few children from 
here in the US and see what they had to say to children who visit the clinic in Bhopal. Fortunately I had 
the opportunity to talk to two very bright kids Josh and Jordan who for many hours skipped dinner, read 
and heard about Bhopal and learnt about the issues. They asked many questions, saw articles and 
photographs. They then offered their opinions to my questions and were eager to send a message of 
friendship to the children in Bhopal.  
 
With warm wishes, 
 
Vijai 
October 9, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Welcome to Texas! 
 

 
 

History and current situation 
The history of Texas was shaped by it being a part of six independent countries, Spain, France, Mexico, 
the Republic of Texas, the Confederacy, and the United States. Since the 1820s, American and European 
immigrants began arriving in the state. In 1836 they and Hispanic Tejanos revolted against Mexico. 
After a decade as an independent country, Texas joined the Union in 1845. This state was characterized 
by large-scale cattle ranching and cotton farming. In the 20th century it has seen rapid growth and 
became the second largest state in population. Texas is home to six of the top 50 companies on the 
Fortune 500 list and 56 overall. Texas has the second largest economy in the United States and the 10th 
largest in the world based on nominal GDP figures. It is the largest exporter of goods in the United 
States. Texas is a leading producer of Oil & Gas and is a leader in transportation and technology. Dallas 
Fort Worth (DFW) International Airport and Houston’s George W. Bush airport are two of the most 
trafficked airports in the nation. 
Next Page: Flying into Dallas 



 



 

  
If you were flying from San Francisco to Dallas 
you would pass over the Rockies. 

Two views of Dallas downtown and the tall 
skyscrapers from the plane windows. 

  
After landing while the plane waits on the 
tarmac… 

…. another plane takes off 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Downtown Dallas 

 
A view of downtown Dallas and its sky scrapers, while driving on the highways around the downtown.  
 

 
Multiple flyovers provide a very good infrastructure for vehicles and help ease traffic problems. The 
skyscraper with the green lights is the Bank of America Plaza building and the other building with the 
crisscrossed lights is Renaissance Tower. A lot of new construction and lighting makes Dallas 
downtown a very pretty sight at night. Due to the flat terrain it can also be seen from tens of miles away.  
 
 
 
 
 



 

 
Behind the lights of this ball shaped structure is the observation deck and revolving restaurant of the 
Reunion Tower. The lights turn on and off creating an interesting display. In the image on the right one 
can see some lights from inside the restaurant.  

 
The Reunion Tower is a 560 foot tall observation tower that was constructed as a part of the Hyatt 
Regency Hotel.  The shaft of the tower is constructed from poured-in-place concrete and features four 
concrete cylinders.  They house elevators that offer the passengers a view as they ride up or down.  
There are 260 lights that are kept turned on most of the evening hours.  At certain times during the 
evening, the lights flash to different patterns for a special light show.  
 
 
 
 



Volleyball! 

 
 

There are many activities that people do in a city like Dallas. Symphony orchestra concerts, tennis, golf, 
volleyball leagues, cricket tournaments etc. During the seasons many people go to watch professional 
basketball, baseball and football (American Football) in the stadiums here. 

  
Colleen returns the ball for her team. This was the 
last game of the season and unfortunately they lost. 
Better luck next time! 

Friends Jason, Shawna, Colleen and Mark, 
relaxing after a tough match. 



Irving 

 
Downtown Irving lit up at night. Adjoining Dallas there are many smaller cities like Irving and Addison 
which have their own downtowns and you can see the tall buildings of all these downtowns from a distance.  

 

 

 
 

 
Office buildings in Irving. Some of the many eating and “hang-out” places. 



  
Office buildings in Irving at Williams Square. A tunnel for bikers and walkers under roads along a 

canal in Irving. 

  
Cars, traffic and lights around the multitude of shopping areas in Irving. 

 
A bridge over a canal for flood prevention in Irving. It is lined by pretty houses and a track for people 
to walk, jog, skate or bike.  



 
A small lake formed by the canal in Irving and lamps on a bridge. A full moon lights up the night sky.  

 
A meeting of AID Dallas discussing various projects and campaigns. 

  
A huge stone wall announcing the Williams Sq. On the other side is a description written about the sculpture 
of the Mustangs at Las Colinas in Irving.  
Next Page: The sculpture of the Mustangs at Las Colinas with the fountains and lights at night.  
Page after the next: Two huge lights inside large columns light up the night sky at the square. 



 



 



Fort Worth 
The Chisholm Trail was the major route out 
of Texas for livestock. It was used only from 
1867 to 1884. Trail hands or cowboys on 
mustangs (horses) gave a Texas flavor to the 
entire range cattle industry of the Great 
Plains and made the cowboy an enduring 
folk hero. The trail passed right through 
Fort Worth which was an army post.  

Horsemen on their way to someplace stop to 
pose for photographers in a well preserved 
old part of Fort Worth. 

Texas was the wild west frontier state which 
used to have cattle ranches and cowboys on 
horses herding those cattle over large 
distances. The advent of the railroad made 
obsolete this way of life for most part. There 
are still cowboys on ranches taking care of 
cattle and riding horses and competing in 
the rodeo.  

 



One of the major attractions today for tourists and local community in Fort Worth is a Rodeo Show. 
Rodeo is a traditional North American sport. It originated as an extension of the day-to-day lives of early 
American cowboys; branding cattle and riding and training young bucking horses. Today it is a 
competition between the cowboys. 

 
A fast rider brings in the US flag. 

 
A singer singing the US National Anthem. 

 
The horseman and horse stand in attention.  

  
Yeeehaw! And the bull riding begins. The rider tries 
to stay on for eight full seconds. This rider had a 
rough fall and was injured. 

Cowboys also ride young and untrained horses 
that don’t want anyone on their backs and try to 
stay on them to win the competition… 



 
 

 
…but the horses have other ideas and are quite happy to throw them off. Top: A cowboy picks himself up 
after being unceremoniously thrown off. Bottom: Another cowboy being thrown off its back by a horse.  



 
Other riders try to protect the rider being thrown off from being injured by the unhappy horse. The 
cowboys take this sport very seriously and are very proud of their skills. This particular rodeo show was 
held on July 4th, the Independence day of the United States.  

   
Other competitions include chasing cattle and “lassoing” them with a rope. Who does it fastest wins! 



 
… and kids get special attention. Top: Here excited children line up to the instructions of the guide. 
Bottom: A cute lil’ calf is let loose in the arena and the first kid to get a ribbon from the calf’s neck wins 



 
If a calf is too fast for you or if you are too little, chase a couple of sheep. If you are the first to touch 
‘em, you win! While you watch the show you can also have the balloon man make you some  balloons 

 



Austin 

                 
Austin is the capital of the State of Texas. Here you can see the buildings of Austin downtown from the 
windows of a Continental Airlines flight, and the airport where we landed a few minutes later.  

                
Traveling from Houston to Austin, you can see your plane’s location on a map shown on TV screens  
inside the flight. On the right baggage is being offloaded from the flight.  

           
Austin is a very pretty city with unique vegetation, picturesque hills and lakes. The colorful lights of the 
downtown are reflected on the waters of Town Lake in the picture shown on the right from Austin City website.  



 
In Austin one can do many kinds of water sports such as power boating, canoeing and even on a rainy day the 
scenery is breathtaking. A canoe is a little boat that 2-3 people can sit on and row gently along a river or lake.  

 
While canoeing in Town Lake you can see much wildlife like turtles on tree stumps. As we approach they go 
“plunk” into the water to avoid the strange looking animals (I mean us).  

              
We quietly inched up to this pair of swans enjoying an afternoon on the lake. Wonder what they were looking 
for underwater. Do you know?  



 

Besides Dallas and Austin, 
Houston is a huge industrial port 
city. Here you  
can see the skyscrapers of 
downtown Houston rising out of 
the smog. 

  

 

A few chapters of AID from 
Baton Rouge in Louisiana, 
Austin, Dallas and  
Houston met in Houston. Here 
some of the volunteers are 
participating in a  
workshop on editing AID 
newsletters. 

  

 

Passengers have a bite while 
awaiting their flights at 
Houston’s George Bush 
Intercontinental Airport.  



 
The next day all of us went on a tour of the city, a “Toxic Tour”, to know more 
about the pollution in Houston, its problems and what one can do to tackle it. 

 
The Alamo in the city of San Antonio: The first declaration of independence for modern Texas was signed in 

1835 and enacted in 1836 creating the Republic of Texas. Four days later, a two-week long Battle of the 
Alamo ended as 200 valiant Texan soldiers fell one by one to the army of thousands of Mexican General 
Antonio López de Santa Anna. They died defending the small mission “Alamo” (which would eventually 
become the center of the city of San Antonio). "Remember the Alamo!" became the battle cry of the Texas 

Revolution. General Santa Anna's entire force was soon defeated by Texas General Sam Houston's army and 
this resulted in Texas's independence from Mexico. In 1845, the U.S. Congress passed a bill that would 
authorize the United States to annex the Republic of Texas and eventually Texas became a U.S. state. 

 
 
 
 
 



Safari! 
On the way to San Antonio from Austin there is a Safari Ranch.  

 

 

 

Ostriches basking in the hot Texas afternoon sun Impalas from Africa and a Cheetal from India 

  
These cattle are called Longhorns. Notice their 
long curvy horns. 

A huge Buffalo wants to get fed by me.  

 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 

 

A Zebra also decided to 
get close to my car and 
wanted to be fed. I had to 
be very careful when I fed 
Mr. Zebra. This guy didn’t 
know the difference 
between my  
fingers and his food. 

  

 

It’s a hot summer day in 
Texas. What’s a better 
thing to do than enjoy a 
peaceful afternoon siesta? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



Mujhse Dosti Karoge? 

 
I met a couple of bright high school students from Fort Worth. We talked about the gas tragedy in 

Bhopal and of the various efforts around the world to bring justice to the victims. I asked them about 
their background and what they would like to say to the children of Bhopal. Here is the interview.  

 
I am Josh (on the left). I am in 11th grade in Paschal High School in Fort Worth, Texas and am 16 years 
old. I am in the drum line for the football team. I play drums as a part of the school band. I am also in a 
youth group that holds discussions and debates on various current events. As part of this group I have 
been on mission trips to help people in need such as helping fix roofs of houses for those who cannot 
afford it.  
 
I am Jordan (on the right). I also go to Paschal High School and am a senior (12th grade). I play sports 
like tennis and I attend the Christ Chapel Church. I am a member of the Student Council in my high 
school. We perform community service, help with organizing various sports activities and volunteer to 
clean up the school campus etc. Like Josh, I have also been on a mission trip. We were born in Texas. 
Our family is from Mississippi. Our parents, Mike and Pam adopted us from different families. We are 
half Vietnamese and half Caucasian. We have two dogs Alley & Casey.  
 
Josh: I know that in India people have a different way of life than ours and in some cases there are 
things that are better than us. Sometimes I feel we are too selfish here. I have a few friends from India 
but I have not yet been to their place or to any events in their homes.  
 
Jordan: I know that in India there is the culture to respect your elders and while its there here as well, 
it’s stricter there. There are also different kinds of freedoms and restrictions in various things in the 
culture in India. The penalties for doing some things are worse and corruption etc. is worse. We are 
militarily, economically and technologically more advanced. We hear about problems with issues such 
as poverty, economy, education and disasters in India. I don’t have any friends who are from India but 
my doctor is from India.  
We would like to befriend kids in Bhopal and children who go to Sambhavna clinic and be pen pals with 
them. 
 



Are you familiar with what happened with hurricanes Rita and Katrina?  
We are familiar with these disasters that affected large number of people. After hurricanes Rita and 
Katrina a lot of displaced children came to school to study. We felt bad on hearing the stories of our 
friends’ homes being destroyed. We watched TV at night with all the pictures of the disaster. In school, 
in our government class we were encouraged to watch news regularly in order to keep up with current 
events and so we would discuss the disaster.  
 
What could have been done better? 
We felt that a complete evacuation was important and going back and fixing things in the city is 
important.  
  
Do you know about the Tsunami in Asia in December of 2004? 
We saw the images of the Tsunami on TV. There were people on a balcony and the tidal wave coming 
in. We were far removed from the tsunami disaster whereas Katrina was closer to home and it was more 
constantly in news so it was more immediate and got more of our attention.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Don’t give up! 

 
A chat with the whole family, from left to right: Mike, Pam, Jordan and Josh 
 
You heard the description of what happened in Bhopal 22 years ago. You also heard both sides of 
the story as well as the continuous pollution from the abandoned site. What are some of the things 
that you think could or should be done to help resolve this problem? 
Jordan: I think some of the things that can be done are donating money to the hospital (Sambhavna 
clinic), creating awareness among more and more people and donating for cleanup of polluted sites and 
reconstruction. We should make DOW do the clean up.  
Josh: Another action could be that we could donate water. 
Pam: We have to keep pushing for acceptance of responsibility by DOW and hold the people who are 
responsible for this accountable. Some of the things I think that can be done are put up ads and posters 
that show the true extent of the humanitarian disaster. There are a lot of people here who would be 
interested in helping and spreading the word. It’s just that what you have told us we didn’t know earlier. 
Most people probably don’t know about this. It is also easy to forget and especially in America we have 
to be inundated with this information and see/hear what is going wrong through flyers etc and also get 
information on valid organizations we can support.  
 
What can the people in Bhopal or India do to improve the situation? 
We are not sure about what they can do to solve this problem just by themselves, but we think the rest of 
the people who are outside are going to be the ones who can solve the problem using their money or 
power. We have to hold accountable the people who are responsible for this and start fixing the pollution 
as well.  
 



Do you have a message to the kids in Bhopal? 
We would say to children in Bhopal that despite these issues and problems, don’t give up! Keep trying 
to work hard. Aim for higher education in India or come to America for higher education and try get to 
where you want to go. Believe that you are capable and can be very successful.  
 
 
So you’d like to be a pen pal or a mentor to any of the kids at Sambhavna clinic who are younger 
than you?  
Yes, we would be very interested to do that.  
 
Pam: I would also like to offer the suggestion to continue to spread awareness and to go and talk to 
various church groups, other organizations here in the US as well as the student council in our children’s 
school. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



About this book, its content, contributors and the author 
 
I’d like to dedicate this book to the children of Bhopal.  
 
I would like to express my thanks to Mike, Pam, Jordan and Josh for taking the time to learn about 
Bhopal Gas Tragedy and its aftermath as well as the efforts of various organizations around the world to 
help the survivors.  
 
While most photographs here are taken by me, in very few cases where I didn’t have the photographs or 
the maps I used those I found on the internet and the appropriate references are provided. This was done 
to complement the written material with relevant illustrations. Thanks are also due to Gayathri for 
providing a few photographs of AID Dallas Community Service Hour meeting. I express many thanks to 
Pragya for being kind enough to take this book along with her to India. I’d also like to convey many 
thanks to Gauri and Sandhya from AID Austin for educating me on Bhopal.  
 
I work for IBM Corp. in Dallas, Texas and volunteer for AID Dallas and Students for Bhopal. I did my 
bachelors in Andhra University in Electronics and Communication Engineering. I came to the US for 
higher studies and did a Masters in Electrical Engineering and a Masters in Computer Science. Prior to 
joining IBM I worked for the World Bank, Lucent Technologies and projects sponsored by NASA & 
National Science Foundation. It is my intention to use this background to encourage children in Bhopal 
and elsewhere to achieve their dreams and I’d be happy to be a mentor or a pen pal. If you would like to 
write to me, Jordan, Josh or any of our volunteers please send email to friends.in.us@gmail.com. If you 
would like to write a letter please mail it to Friends In US , AID Dallas, PO Box 83583, Richardson, TX 
75083,USA. 
 
Thanks also to organizations and volunteers around the world who have, with undying spirit, kept up the 
struggle for justice for the victims of the Bhopal Gas Tragedy.  
 
Vijai 
October 9, 2006 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 



 
Tonight’s full moon at Dallas. Do you know how to spot the Bunny Rabbit on the moon? If you don’t, 

write me a letter and I will show you.  


