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Method BPL Kerala Local 

Developed by Experts Experts and NGOs (as PPA 

facilitators) in consultation with 

local people 

Researchers (as PPA facilitators) in 

consultation with local people 

Level Macro Meso Micro 

Actors GoI GoK Local people 

Approach Multidimensional: 

Combination of basic needs, 

assets, capabilities and 

livelihood 

Multidimensional: Combination of 

basic needs, capabilities, social 

exclusion and adaptable 

local/contextual factors 

Multidimensional: One predominant 

dimension of poverty (livelihood 

insecurity), but many dimensions of 

vulnerability inside poverty 

Intended 

universality 

High (national) Medium (regional) Low (local) 

Objectivity High High Medium 

Poverty line No Yes Yes 

Unit of 

analysis 

Household Household Household 

Time-frame Current picture Current picture Past, current and future events (e.g. 

marriage) 
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