The Game of Life


I am a senior at the Univeristy of Texas at Austin and the student president of Austin Chabad. As everyone already knows, football at Texas is life. This weekend was the last home game of the UT football season before I graduate and I did not attend. Instead I was cheering on a different side line. 


I packed my bags and headed to Crown Heights, New York along with 500 other students from around the country. This weekend was the Chabad college campus Shabbaton.  I stayed with a host family, Rabbi and Mrs. Yaakov and Itty Chazan and their family. Friday night was a special treat. After a traditional Shabbat dinner of Maztah ball soup, chicken, three types of kugle and desert, I sat around the table with a group of people with different Jewish backgrounds and smoozed.


Mrs. Chazan had prepared a few words of wisdom to share with us. The one lesson that she taught me was this, “The Rebbe says that there is nothing wrong with loving sports, in fact Jewish life is like a game. You have the ability to take the ball and run towards doing good. Some times your opponent, evil challenges you and even beats you, but it is your duty to get back up and try again.” This to my surprise made more sense then many of my college professors. Even though I did not find out the score until after Shabbat I felt that I had won. 


The over all experience can not really be put into words but as the Austin Chabad motto goes, “Chabad is the home that brings you home.” This special weekend reunited me with old friends who to me are family. Coming to Crown Heights taught me that we are all one big Jewish family that sings the same tune weather we are super observant or not. Accompanying me on this Shabbaton were Andy Balkin (Houston), Sarah Bridges (Dallas), Sara Coane (Houston), Craig Gremont (Dallas), Daniel Rosenberg (Austin), Robin Schimmel (Houston) and Benjamin Shlyaporbersky (Houston). 

