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ISLAMfromthe INSIDE

Ly aun-all ,

slam is often understood by its obseryers through its

practice. in_different regions of the world. The particu-

lar form of this practice, however, varies with cultural
and historical experiences of each region. These varia-
tions are visible in the expressions of religious devotion,
the emphasis of certain Islamic teachings over others, and
the role of religion in different societies, which at times
present strikingly contradictory perceptions of Islam.

A useful approach to understand Islam without the at-
tached cultural and historical baggage is to examine it
from its original sources. | would like to share some the-
matic points from the Quran here on human beings’ rela-
tionship with God, their role in this world, and their in-
teraction with their fellows, with the hope that it will help
us appreciate Islam in its true light. To illuminate these
points, | have primarily used the text from within the
Quran, which is the most original and authentic source of
Islamic teachings agreed upon by all Muslims.

In the beginning

Let’s begin with the story of creation in the Quran, which
is rich with insightful metaphors and profound meanings.

Before the creation of Adam and Eve, God addresses all
the angles, “I will create a vicegerent on earth.” The an-
gelslsaid, “Do you want to create a vindictive and mischie-
vous creature to commit crime and bloodshed on earth,
while we pray and glorify you?” But God said, “l know
something you know not” (Quran 02:30). Note the trust
endowed on humankind in Islam. From their very crea-
tion, Human beings were meant to go to earth, not as
condemned sinners, but as God’s chosen representatives!

The Quran further tells us that humans are made of
earth’s basest materials “clay” and “water”. But, at the
same time they are possessors of “His Spirit” (32:7-9;
06:02; 21:30; 15:29; 38:72). The subtle reference to the
material and spiritual composition is insightful in under-
standing human inclinations and desires.

Perhaps it was the material aspect that concerned the
angels when they showed their apprehension about possi-
ble human conduct on earth. But humans were not meant
to be merely material beings. They were to be the pos-

sessors and representatives of Divine attributes on earth
including-His-knowledge, His creativity, His wisdom, His
compassion, and His justice. Furthermore, material ener-
gies and desires in human beings have the potential to be
channeled towards constructive ends.

With_these talents and-potentials, humankind has com-
posed complex languages, built social relationships, and
advanced rich cultures over the course of history. What
more could add to human nobility, when the Quran de-
scribes the accomplishments of God’s vicegerent as signs
of His Creativity and Magnificence!

“And among His Signs is the creation of the heavens and
the earth, and the variations in your languages and your
colors: verily in that are Signs for those who
know” (30:22).

“O mankind! We. created you from a male and a female,
and made you|into nations and tribes, that you may know
each other. Verily the most honored of you in the sight of
Allah is the most righteous of you. Surely, Allah is Know-
ing, Aware” (49:13, also see 25:54).

The world is the book of God Almighty

Like human intellectual capacity and creati\_ge'
work of nature is also an expression of His sag
wisdom. While referring to the laws govers
and universe, the Quran 'tells us that G
universe with measure and balance (54:49
and the sun, the moon, the mountains,
“His Signs” that by following their natur:
down in worship” to God (55:03-08; 41:3!
84:01-05). In Verse 22:05, the Quran use
nology to illuminate-the development of
terms like “sperm”, “clot”, and “mors
mentioned in the same verse is the n
stirring life from barren earth. Hoy
mately ties the scientific explanation o
life to Divine Purpose and Creation.

In the realistic outlook that the Quran pre
ral laws, their sustenance, and the graddal op
in the universe are all Signs of God, as seen in verse
02:164:

“Most surely in the creation of the heavens and the earth
and the alternation of the night and the day, and the ships
that run in the sea with that which profits men, and the
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water that God sends down from the cloud, then gives
life with it to the earth after its death and spreads in it all
(kinds of) animals, and the changing of the winds and the
clouds made subservient between the heaven and the
earth, there are signs for those who understand.”

Science, thus, complements faith in Islam. The universe is
governed by a system of causes and laws and human free
will lies in the utilization of these laws. Indeed, it is with
the exercise of this free will that humankind has devel-
oped new technologies and advanced civilizations.

Islam proactively encourages its followers to advance in
knowledge and science. The Prophet Mohammad (peace
be upon him) has said, “The search of knowledge is a duty
on every Muslim, male or female.”

The idea of human free will is further supported by the
Islamic belief in the Day of Judgment (Qayamat). Human
beings come to this world without any burden of original
sin or predestination. Their choices in this world shape
their fate in the hereafter (76:1-3; 91:1-10).

On that day, they will be rewarded or punished on the
basis of choices they made in the world (02:286; 76:03).
Without such choice of action, an individual’s accountabil-
ity on the Day of Judgment would be against God’s jus-
tice. But the Quran explicitly declares that “Allah does

- not do injustice to the weight of an atom” (04:40; also see

03:108; 16:90; 16:111).

~ “If any do deeds of righteousness,- be they male or female
‘and have faith, they will enter Heaven, and not the least
ice \Lvill be done to them” (04:124).

e

tr'ends of hj.s_tnry are described as “His Words” and
* Sunnat” and are fundamentally tied to human actions and
their consequences). =

Thus, rather than presenting a fatalistic and unconcern
attitude toward this world and its miseries, Islam exhor
its followers to actively strive toward eradicating the so-
cial ills and injustices in society (09:71; 02:148; 04:135). -, '

The Islamic society in the Quran is based on respect, ha :
mony, justice, and responsibility. The Quran abhors disre

spect and injustice in all social relationships, be the
among family members, between opposite genders, ¢
among different ethnic and national groups (04:135; 09:7
30:21; 02:148; 49:09). According to the Quran, killing o
innocent life is like killing the whole of humanity, and sa
ing one human life is like saving the whole of huma
(05:32). 1

The Quran recognizes the diversity among human
guages and cultures; however, it is against the use of s
an identity for the assertion of false superiority by on:
group over another. In the Quranic outlook, human nob
ity lies is one’s piety, knowledge, and struggle in God’
way (30:22; 49:13; 2:31-34; 39:09; 16:110; 61:11).

In the end

From the above discussion, we see that Islam encom:
passes the ideals of human freedom and nobility. It points
to the realities of His Signs, His Words, and His Sunnat in
nature and history. It sets noble values and goals for hu-
manity. And, it carries the ultimate Truth about the Crea-
tor of everything (03:83; 30:30).

L

The word “Islam” means submission, and the first condi-
tion of being a Muslim is to submit to these ideals and

~ truths. he realization expressed in the words of

id, “My Lord! | did not worship

Universe. ym:'_“.f’ I 985) Thts artrcle has “been adopted
f'rom a arger workmg paper. Aun ATHhe author of this article, is a graduate

aunali@gmail.com.
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Hungry fasters get in line for food

Human Rights Film & Art Festival

Along with several other campus organizations |A] &
MSA co-sponsored the Film Festival to raise awareness
about human rights globally and domestically. The event

participated in the event.

Austin’s

Walking along West Mall on a typical school day, you find yourself bombarded by students and tables
promoting their campaigns, organizations, and causes. What is intriguing about all this, however, is the
growing presence of Muslims behind these tables. With numerous active Muslim student organizations at
UT, Muslims are making a significant contribution to the University’s diversity. A look into these organiza-
tions reveals that Muslim students are not just representing Islam and providing a sense of community,
but also benefiting the University at large. The following is a short introduction about each of the Islamic
students organization and some of their activities this past year.

Fast—a—thon 2005

UT-MSA in a nationwide campaign to raise
awareness about hunger and poverty invited all
students to fast;for one day,during the holy month
of Ramadhan. For each person that fasts, local
businesses donated money to-the Capital Area
Food Bank. The event also sough to display
Ramadhan’s universal values. This past December,
more than 2,200 members of the UT community

Photos (above right) courtesy of paksa.org & SIA

UT students learn more about Fast-a-thon

Third Annual Interfaith

Fast Breaking Dinner
mayor, Will Wpynn, presented

IDSA with a Proclamation celebrating
Ramadan /during the/third annual interfaith
fast breaking dinner.“IDSA also holds an
annual Tolerance Week, a week long series
of conferences, concerts, and art displays
focused on exhibiting Muslim diversity.

image courtesy of http://studentorgs.utexas.edulidsa

comprised of film screenings followed by discussion
with a panel of speakers.

\l

) Human Rights Film and Arts Festival

image courtesy of http://studentorgs.utexas.edu/amnesty

Muslim Students’
Association (MSA)

MSA, the largest Muslim organization on

campus, comprises of many students from
all backgrounds. The goal for the organiza-
tion is to provide a sense of community,
friendship, and knowledge in an environ-
ment based on Islamic values. The organi-
zation provides avenues for students to
get involved in various ways, educational
and social.

Islamic Dialogue Student
Association (IDSA)

IDSA focuses on improving relations be-
tween Muslims and followers of other
faiths. By bridging the dialogue gap, IDSA
hopes to promote the true values of Islam
including love, tolerance, and mercy. The
organization hosts numerous outreach
events, speeches, and art performances to
promote the necessary dialogue between
the university’s different religions.

Islamic Dawah
Foundation (IDF)

IDF was founded to promote Islamic
teachings and values, deliver the mono-
theistic message of Islam based upon the
Qur'an and Sunnah of Prophet Muham-
mad as understood by the companions of
the Prophet, and clarify misconceptions
about Islam. IDF was awarded the 2003
Forty Acres Fest award for the best new

organization.
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A Call for Muslim Solidarity

Following the bombing of the Askariya Mosque in Samaraa, Iraq, and the eruption of
violence that followed the attack, several Muslim-based student organizations held a sit-
in on'March 3720060 denounce the lessjof humanives and the sacrilege ©f holy sites
acnoss Iraq and,other countries. The Muslim community at the Uniyersity ‘of, Texas and
from all/around Austin came togethep to send a resounding message of unity/and peace
to the Iraqi people and the world. Th& event was organized by the Society for Islamic
Awareness, the Muslim Student’s Association, and the Pakistani Students’ Association.

SETTING UP: Before the event, student organizers
were busy setting up the prayer mats and
projectors for the evening’s sit-in.

The program began with prayers, led by Sheikh Mohammed-Umer Esmail.

The Danish Cartoons &

Freedom of Speech in Islam

SIA held a lecture-talk on the Danish
cartoon controversy in March. Led by
Molana Sulayman Hassan, the discus-
] sion focused”on/'the (aricatures that
had depicted Islam and its personali-
ties in a,demeaning manner, the con-
text behind the angry protests seen
around the world, Islam’s take on
freedom of speech, and the place
spirituality should have in our society.

Understanding Muslim Creed

IDF holds classes every Tuesday

0 ‘ on the fundamental beliefs of Islam,

0 L covering the six articles of faith.

] J:. The classes are specifically de-

; signed/ for/ non-Muslim interested

in learning about Islam. In March,

IDF held a lecture on “The Living
Miracle: the Holy Quran.”

image courtesy of http://studentorgs.utexas.edulislam/

Society for Islamic

Awareness (SIA)

SIA was formed to promote a better
awareness of Islam through the combined
teachings of the Quran and the Ahlul
Bayt (the Household of the Prophet).
Through academic and social activities
and events, SIA facilitates the exchange of
ideas and promotes dialogue on social,
political, and historical issues surrounding
Islam and Muslims today.

Islamic Alliance For

Justice (IA])

UT-Austin  |A] encourages American
Muslim students to participate in the
community through active involvement at
the local and national levels in order to
build a strong Muslim—American identity.
Since its founding in Fall 2005, IA] has
raised over $900 for the Islamic Relief's
Orphan Sponsorship Drive. |A] also held
a donation drive for hurricane victims.

by hammad rizvi
INZI1 pewiwiey Ag

Hammad is a student of
International Business at UT.
He enjoys filming, photography,
random adverntures and the great
outdoors. Many of Hammad's
photographs are featured in this
magazine.
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Teach thy tongue to tell the Truth

Defining the human struggle for truth through
the ultimate sacrifices of two historical figures in Islam

Dy fatima kazmi .

The path of truth is long and difficult. Searching for it may
perhaps come to the rice“of a-pearl, but it is divine bliss for
the one who seeks it. ]| i
ery serves the ration
stood from the Holy

while you know it” (2:42)3 This verse indicates that one shotild

adhere to veracity, and be with those who align themselves -

with truth. Truth is the essence of Islam and fortifies the valties
emphasized in the Holy Quran. The quest for truth is a timeless
journey, traveled by the ancients before us in unknown lands
and untold times. Today, it is as much a quest as it was before!
As we seek to find for ourselves the ‘true path’ and the just
course of action, there are those before us from whom we gain
an example of what struggles lie in the quest for truth and how
these struggles serve to develop us as ethical human beings. The
Prophet Muhammad (SAW) was' sent to this world as the E?r—
fect example of all tham:,lzh (SWT) has found noble in a human
being. He Wwas 2 man f'truth and fidelity; his scrupulous speech
and beliefs conformed to his.deeds: He declared the true con-
cept of God despite all the oppesition he encountered from the
people of Mecca. He stood up for this truth with very few 'sup-
porters by his side and withstood harsh conditions at every
turn. As a recipient of the Divine Word, the Prophet (SéW)
expressed the truth of the reality and intensity of the indivtjal
human relationship with Allah (SWT). He never turned away
from the truth. He proved by his living example that he was Ehe
most truthful and honest person of his age. Through him,
“truth has come and falsehood perished: verily falsehodd is
bound to vanish” (17:81). b -
Approximately 48 years after the death ofsthe Prophet-Mu-
hammad (SAW), his beloved grandson %&;in (AS) carried
forward the Prophet’s (SAW) messageh; uth and justice
through his revolt against the tyrannical regime’of Yazid. Yazid,
who had demanded allegiance from Hussain (AS), was well
known for his impiety and denial of the very essence Islam. He
exploited many Islamic rulings, called Islam a “play” staged by
the Prophet’s (SAW) tribe,! and persecuted those who dared
to speak against him. He restricted freedom to such an extent
that a mere whisper against his false actions meant a permanent
silence. Hussain (AS) clearly stated his purpose of opposition
against Yazid when he proclaimed “Yazid is a sinful person, a
drunkard, the killer of innocent people and one who openly

ruth accords with reality, and its discov-+
The significance of truth.can be under-#
uran, where Allah (SWT) says, “And{do }
not mix up the truth \with the falsehood, nor hidesthe truth:

indulges in sinful acts. A person like me can never pledge alle-
giance to a person like him.” Thus Hussain’s statement was not
based on a personal issue, but rather stood as a universal lesson
of truth for every era and every place. It is a direction for
every truth-seeker and informs the wrongdoer that a truth
seeker will never yield to falsehood.? While Yazid tried forcing
Hussain (AS) to accept his monarchy, the grandson of the
Prophet (SAW) sacrificed his totality but did not bow down
against a vicious ruler. He, along with his children, relatives and
friends devoted themselves to the highest principle of veracity,
staying hungry and thirsty for some days and ultimately sacrific-
ing all they had, but never once did they give up on their mis-
ision. One is left with no choice, but to salute the personality of

#Imam Hussain (AS) for standing up, despite being in minority

and knowing what he was to ‘expect from the Yazid’s army. In

his quest for the truth against falseh@od, Hussain was martyred

by Yazid and the legions of pe&'plql;\fvho followed is despotic
rule. j'- £

In assessing Hussain (AS)’s strugg'i'e for truth and justice,
Thomas Carlyle, a renowned Scottish writer says, “The best

slesson which we get from the tragedy of Karbala is that Husain
and his companions were rigid believers in God. They illus-
trated that the numerical superiority does not count when it
comes to the truth and the falsehood. The victory of Husain,
despite his minority, marvels me!”

Fourteen centuries since Hussain’s (AS) historical sacrifice in
Karbala, we find that his cause and message is still alive today in
the constant struggles of individuals' who choose the difficult
and often thorny path of truth verses falsehood and injustice. It
is through the struggles of the Prophet (SAW) and his grandson

Hussain (AS) that we comefo realize the déeply human struggle
‘for truth that has span tu?ie_ﬂ ! in the Prophet
(EAW) and his grandson.Hussain (AS) Ehe_t.t;yé'lexemplars of

Islam’s message while others recognize them for their historical
roles as seekers of universal truth and justice. Regardless of
holds, the legacies of these two individuals pro-
eker of truth unrivaled wisdom, resolute

strength«an its centermost, a goal suitable for humanity in
each and every era.
Notes:

(SWT) stands for a phrase in Arabic used only for God that means “praised and
exalted is He”

(SAW) stands for a phrase in Arabic that means “peace and blessings be upon
him (Mohammad) and his household”

(AS) stands for a phrase in Arabic that means “peace be upon him”

Sources:

1. Ibn Jarir: Tarikhu'l Umam wa'l Muluk, vol.13, p.2174.

2. Abd Muhammad Zaynu’l

Fatima is pursuing a dual major in Engineering and Applied Mathematics. Raised in Saudi Arabia, she
moved to the United States five years ago and hopes to attend graduate school to study Engineering

Mathematics and Statistics in the near future.
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All UT students, faculty and
alumni may submit their work
for publication in the next issue

of Muslim Voices.

For more information on
guidelines and how and where
to submit your work, visit us at

www.siawareness.org

T outounchian’s Antique O riental Rugs

2 3 11 Westheimel' (Inside Antique Pavilion)
Houston Texas 77008

Mahmoud Toutounchian (Owner)
Business: 713-526-4300
Cell: 713-204-4459
Web: www.totonchian.com

Email: z3to@hotmail.com

Buy, Sell Trade Appraise

Professional Cleaning & Repair

Antique Ushak Circa 1860

April 2006 = Issue 1




A.C_CAUTO ELECTRIC

RTS—REWIRING

. Starters . Auto A/C & Heaters
. Alternators . AC Compressor
. Cooling Fans . Power Windows

& Locks

MONDAY-SATURDAY
4926 North Lamar
512-924-7075

INSURANCE & FINANCIAL OFFICE IN AUSTIN

Auto Insurance Homeowner’s Insurance Commercial Insurance
All cars, All drivers, All ages e  Insure values from $70,000 to $700,000 e  Excellent rates for C-stores w/ or w/o gas
Low down payments e Immediate coverage with “A” rated e Restaurants
SR-22’s DWI carriers e Car Washes, mechanic shops
Rated Companies e No penalties for closing delayed or can- e  Apartment complexes, shopping centers,
Walk out with coverage & ID celled and office buildings
cards e  Senior discounts & much more! e Standard & “A” rated carriers

We Also Provide All Types of Motorcycle Insurance
Allow Us to Shop Competitive Rates on Your Behalf

9200 North Lamar , Suite 105 (512)-821-1999
Austin, TX 78753

syed.hyder@brookeagency.com ¢ www.BrookeAgency.com/syedhyder




WORLD FOOD AND HALAL MMARKET
9616 North Lamar Blvd, Suite 110 Austin, TX 78753

Ph: (512) 832-8365 Fax: (512) 833-8282

ASIAN MIDDLE EASTERN PERSIAN
BEST QUALITY BEST PRICE BEST SERVICE

Best varieties of groceries
Fresh Sweets & vegetables \\/\)

Fresh guaranteed Halal meat
Many kinds of fishes
Pre-paid phone cards

. . )
Sale/Rental — Movies, Music, Stage, & TV plays/f&;
OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 10 AM- 10 PM

* & &6 & o o

3601 West Parmer Lane * Suite 109 * Austin, TX 78727 (West of MOPAC/Loop One)
Tel (512) 873-9354 Mobile (512) 589-8252  (Ask for Ibrahim)

UT Special
HOOK 'kay HORNS

20% off any Major Repair or Service

* AC Service, Brakes, Transmission, Engine, Timing Belt, Tune-up, Electrical repair & 30/60/90 miles scheduled maintenance *

Complete Auto Repair, Service & Sale - Domestic & Imports

- Mechanic Services - Collision & Frame Repair - Custom Paint & Body
- Auto Sales - Auto Trade - Free Estimate

Oil Change | Major Tune-up | Major Brake | Transmission or Fuel
For only Service System Service
$15.99 $20 off $30 off $20 off $15

Radiator Service
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O Mankind!
We created you male and female,
And have made you nations and tribes that you may know one another.
Surely the most honored of you in the sight of God is the most righteous of you.

Surely God is Knowing, Aware.

The Holy Quran, Chapter 49, Verse 13

Society for Islamic Awareness

WwWWw.siawareness.org



